
West Seneca East Senior High School 

4760 Seneca St. 

West Seneca, NY 14224 

 

June 2019 

 

Dear Parents / Guardians of English IV Students: 

 

Summer reading is part of East Senior’s English curriculum. Reading during the summer develops 

lifelong reading habits. Answering the analysis questions assists students in preparing for the rigor of 

literary analysis in English IV classes and beyond. 

 

The reading choices for students entering English IV are listed on the attached page and on the 

East Senior page of the district web site.  Students are required to read at least one book on the 

summer reading list and complete the East Senior Summer Reading Assignment, which is also 

attached and posted on the district web site. Students should read the book and complete the 

Summer Reading Assignment questions by the second Friday of school. 

 

The Summer Reading Assignment and other assignments related to the summer reading will be 

assessed during the opening weeks of the 2019-2020 academic year and will count in the first 

marking period. Students should be reminded that failure to complete summer reading will 

negatively affect their grade and possibly lead to academic eligibility issues. Please refer to the 

district web site for more information regarding academic eligibility. 

 

Books may be obtained at our school library, the public library or purchased at a bookstore. In 

addition, books may be available in digital format or free on sites such as Project Gutenberg. 

Students will need to use their books to complete the Summer Reading Assignment questions. 

 

We believe this program will enhance our students’ reading skills. We appreciate your 

cooperation and look forward to an exciting and successful school year with your children. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

The Faculty of the West Seneca East English Department 

 



 
East Senior Summer Assignment:  

 
 

Directions:  Choose 8 out of the 10 questions below.  Answer the questions based on the book you 
have selected to read.  Your responses should be written in complete sentences and printed on lined 
paper or typed on the computer.  Be sure to read the questions carefully and answer all parts of the 
question if more than one are being asked! 
 

1.  Why do you think the author chose the title he/she did?  Analyze its deeper meaning.  If the 
title is obvious, rename it something more symbolic and explain your reasoning. 

 
2.  What is the setting (time and place) of your book?  Explain why the author chose this 

particular setting. 
 

3. From whose point of view is this story being told?  Are there other voices who could tell the 
story?  Why do you think the author chose to have the story told from this character’s point of 
view and not another character’s? 
 

4. What is the main conflict that the characters must overcome?  How was this conflict resolved?  
Are you satisfied with the conclusion?  Explain. 
 

5. Do you think the characters and their conflicts are believable/realistic?  Why or why not? 
 

6. Describe the author’s writing style and use of language.  Remember, an author’s style is the 
way they use words and it varies from author to author, and depends upon one's syntax, 
(word choice), and tone. It can also be described as a “voice” that readers listen to when they 
read the work of a writer. 
 

7. Choose a character from the book and discuss how the character matures or changes.  Do they 
learn any lessons?  Explain. 
 

8. Choose one quotation from the book that you think shows the book’s theme or central message.  
Explain how the quote relates to the theme/central message. 
 

9. Were you satisfied with the ending of the book?  Explain.  If you were the author, would you 
have ended the book differently?  How?  Why? 
 

10. a) When did you get stuck while reading?  (If you didn’t get stuck, go to “b”)  What was 
confusing about your book?  What strategies did you use to overcome these challenges? 
 
b) What did you enjoy most about this book?  Who would you be most likely to recommend it 
to?  Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwj1svuEtIXZAhXi5oMKHbCtBUwQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=http://broadwayandme.blogspot.com/2010/06/summer-reading-2010.html&psig=AOvVaw2f0egqsW5ClfXfrteNpT-e&ust=1517598206257100


Summer Reading List for Students Entering English IV 
 
Teen Issues 

 Clean by Amy Reed 
 The Pregnancy Project by Gaby Rodriguez  

 
Sports 

 Inexcusable by Chris Lynch  
 Heart of a Champion by Carl Deuker 

 
Action/Adventure 

 Sandman Slim by Richard Kadrey 
 Adrift by Paul Griffin 

 
Fantasy/Other Worlds 

 Graceling by Kristin Cashore 
 An Ember in the Ashes by Sabaa Tahir 

 
Science & Technology 

 Unwind by Neal Shusterman 
 Ready Player One by Ernest Cline 

 
Romance 

 Along for the Ride by Sarah Dessen  
 The Last Summer of You and Me by Ann 

Brashares  
 
Historical Fiction 

 Between Shades of Gray by Ruta Sepetys 
 Code Name Verity by Elizabeth Wein 

 
Mystery/Suspense/Thrillers 

 We Were Liars by E. Lockhart 
 I Hunt Killers by Barry Lyga 

 
Friendships 

 Eleanor & Park by Rainbow Rowell 
 
Social Issues 

 Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance 
 Quiet: The Power of Introverts in a World 

That Can't Stop Talking by Susan Cain  
 
Classics 

 Treasure Island by Robert Louis Stevenson 
 This Side of Paradise by F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 
Biographies/ Historical 

 I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for 
Malala Yousafzai Education and Was Shot 
by the Taliban by and Christina Lamb 

 Orr: My Story by Bobby Orr 
  
Multicultural  

 Tyrell by Coe Booth 
 No Choirboy: Murder, Violence, and 

Teenagers on Death Row by Susan Kuklin  

 

 

http://www.amazon.com/Tyrell-Coe-Booth/dp/0439838800/ref=sr_1_cc_1?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1399483416&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=Tyrell

